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AFS Chapters

Pictured (from left to right) are: George Frigm, Heraeus, Patrick Hen-
nessy, tour guide and Atlantic States Director, Environmental Affairs, 
Terry Wallace, retired Atlantic States patternmaker, and Gregory 
Hollenbach, Foseco.

Government Affairs

In  October, the AFS Metropolitan 
and Keystone Chapters were joined 
by the LeHigh Valley Foundrymen's 
Association for a joint meeting and 
tour of Atlantic States Cast Iron Pipe 
Co., Phillipsburg, N.J.

A total of 38 attendees toured the 
ductile iron pipe facility, which is a divi-
sion of McWane Inc., a major national 
producer of ductile iron pressure 
pipes, fittings, valves and hydrants.

Atlantic States recently celebrated 
its 150th year in operation. It was originally started in 1856 as 
Warren Foundry and Machine Company.

Metalcasters	Hold	Joint		
Meeting	and	Tour		

Pace	of	Regulatory	Activity	to	
Pick	Up	at	EPA		

The U.S. EPA is expected to finalize several high-profile and 
controversial rules that had been delayed by the election, 
some by the end of the year and others early in 2013 and 
2014. This includes final guidance on Clean Water Act jurisdic-
tion and a draft report on the impacts of hydraulic fracturing 
on drinking water.  Some of the pending regulations of interest 
to the metalcasting industry include:

• New power plants: EPA is working on new source perfor-
mance standards (NSPS) for greenhouse gas emissions 
from new power plants. The Mercury and Air Toxics Stan-
dards (Utility MACT) for new power plants currently are 
being reconsidered. The agency is on track to issue a final 
rule by March 2013.

• Ozone: Plans to tighten the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards for Ozone were delayed in 2011. EPA plans to 
issue a proposed rule by December 2013.

• NSPS rule for greenhouse gas emissions from refineries: 
As part of a settlement agreement, EPA pledged it would 
develop a NSPS rule to be finalized by November 2012. 
However, the rule has not yet been proposed.

• Boiler MACT: The agency recently released the finalized 
standard for boilers, industrial incnerators and cement 
makers. This initial set of rules pertains to less than 1% 
of boilers which are expected to emit the majority of the 
pollution. EPA is continuing to work to establish more 
targeted emission limits. 

• Cross-State Air Pollution Rule: EPA is appealing an August 
court decision that nullified the rule seeking to curb 
sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions from power 
plants in the eastern half of the country. The rule was 
designed to replace the Clean Air Interstate Rule of 2005. 

• Hydraulic fracturing: An initial progress report on the 
impact of hydraulic fracturing and drinking water was 
released in December. A final draft report to be released 
for public comment and peer review in 2014. 

• Implementation of new Tier 3 gasoline standards: EPA is 
developing low-sulfur standards for gasoline.

For the most up-to-date information from Washington,  
visit www.afsinc.org/government.


